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In complete response to the Office Action mailed June 8, 2001, Applicants: elect rn 

CD 

method claims 20-23 and 27 (identified as Group I in the Office Action) with traxcerse, for 

i 

prosecution on the merits. H 

Applicants respectfully note that the Examiner has intentionally included claim 20 in 
each of Groups I and 11. Accordingly, the Examiner will necessarily search both a) Class 
83, Subclass 409 to which Group I is classified, and b) Class 83, Subclass 436.3, to which 
Group II is classified. 

Since the Examiner will search the same locations regardless of which Group is 
elected, Applicants respectfully submit that search and examination of the entire application 
(including both Groups of claims) can be made without serious burden. As noted in MPEP 
§ 803, ''If the search and examination of an entire application can be made without serious 
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burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to 
independent or distinct inventions, " 

For these reasons, withdrawal of the Election/Restriction Requirement is 
respectfixlly requested. 

In the event any questions arise regarding this communication or the application in 
general, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' undersigned representative at the 
telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, L.L.P. 
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